The Facts on Donestic Viol ence

Preval ence of Donestic Violence:

» Estimates range from 960, 000 i nci dents of violence against a current or
former spouse, boyfriend, or girlfriend per yearito three mllion wonen
who are physically abused by their husband or boyfriend per year.:2

e Around the world, at |east one in every three wonen has been beaten,
coerced into sex or otherw se abused during her lifetine.3s

* Nearly one-third of Anerican wonen (31 percent) report being physically
or sexually abused by a husband or boyfriend at sone point in their |ives,
according to a 1998 Commonweal th Fund survey. 4

* Nearly 25 percent of American wonen report being raped and/or physically
assaulted by a current or former spouse, cohabiting partner, or date at
sone time in their lifetime, according to the National Violence Against
Wnen Survey, conducted from Novenber 1995 to May 1996.5

« Thirty percent of Anericans say they know a woman who has been
physi cal | y abused by her husband or boyfriend in the past year.s

* In the year 2001, nore than half a mllion American wonen (588, 490
wonen) were victins of nonfatal violence commtted by an intimte partner.z

e Intimate partner violence is primarily a crinme against wonen. In 2001,
wonen accounted for 85 percent of the victins of intimte partner violence
(588,490 total) and nen accounted for approxi mately 15 percent of the
victinms (103,220 total).s

* Wiile wonen are less likely than nmen to be victins of violent crines
overall, wonen are five to eight tinmes nore likely than nen to be
victimzed by an intimate partner.g

* In 2001, intimate partner violence made up 20 percent of violent crine
agai nst wonen. The sane year, intimate partners commtted three percent of
all violent crinme against nen. o

« Wnen of all races are about equally vul nerable to violence by an
intimte. 11

* Mal e viol ence agai nst wonen does nuch nore danage than femal e viol ence
agai nst nen; wonen are nuch nore likely to be injured than nen. 12

e The nost rapid growh in donestic relations caseloads is occurring in
donestic violence filings. Between 1993 and 1995, 18 of 32 states with
three year filing figures reported an increase of 20 percent or nore. 13

* Wnen are seven to 14 tinmes nore likely than nen to report suffering
severe physical assaults froman intinate partner. 14

e The health-related costs of rape, physical assault, stalking, and
hom cide by intimte partners exceed five point eight billion dollars each
year (CDC study).



Donmesti ¢ Hom ci des:

e On average, nore than three wonen are nmurdered by their husbands or
boyfriends in this country every day. In 2000, 1,247 wonen were killed by
an intimate partner. The sane year, 440 men were killed by an intimate
partner. 15

* Wnen are nuch nore likely than nen to be killed by an intimte partner
In 2000, intimte partner hom cides accounted for 33.5 percent of the
murders of wonmen and | ess than four percent of the nurders of nen. e

Heal t h | ssues:
* About half of all female victins of intimate violence report an injury
of sone type, and about 20 percent of them seek nedi cal assistance. 17

e Thirty-seven percent of wonen who sought treatnent in enmergency roons
for violence-related injuries in 1994 were injured by a current or forner
spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend. 1s

Donmestic Viol ence and Yout h:
* Approximately one in five femal e high school students reports being
physi cal |y and/ or sexually abused by a dating partner. 19

» Eight percent of high school age girls said "yes" when asked if "a
boyfriend or date has ever forced sex against your will."20

» Forty percent of girls age 14 to 17 report know ng soneone their age who
has been hit or beaten by a boyfriend. 21

* During the 1996-1997 school year, there were an estimted 4,000
incidents of rape or other types of sexual assault in public schools
across the country. 22

Donmestic Violence and Children:

* In a national survey of nore than 6,000 Anerican famlies, 50 percent of
t he nmen who

frequently assaulted their wives also frequently abused their children. 23

e Slightly nore than half of female victins of intimate violence live in
househol ds with children
under age twel ve. 24

 Studi es suggest that between three point three and ten mllion children
W t ness sone form of
donestic viol ence annual |l y. 25

Rape:

e Three in four wonen (76 percent) who reported they had been raped and/ or
physical |y assaulted since age 18 said that a current or fornmer husband,
cohabiting partner, or date commtted the assault. 26

 One in five (21 percent) wonen reported she had been raped or physically
or sexually assaulted in her lifetine. 27

* Nearly one-fifth of wonen (18 percent) reported experiencing a conpleted
or attenpted rape at sone tine in their lives; one in 33 nen (three
percent) reported experiencing a conpleted or attenpted rape at sone tine



in their lives. 2s

e In 2000, 48 percent of the rapes/sexual assaults commtted agai nst
peopl e age twel ve and over were reported to the police. 29

e In 2001, 41,740 wonen were victins of rape/sexual assault commtted by
an intimate partner. 3o

» Rapes/sexual assaults commtted by strangers are nore likely to be
reported to the police than rapes/sexual assaults commtted by "non-
strangers,” including intimte partners, other relatives and friends or
acquai nt ances. Between 1992 and 2000, 41 percent of the rapes/sexual
assaults commtted by strangers were reported to the police. During the
sane tinme period, 24 percent of the rapes/sexual assaults commtted by an
intimate were reported. 31

St al ki ng:

« Seventy-eight percent of stalking victins are wonen. Wnen are
significantly nore likely than nmen (60 percent and 30 percent,
respectively) to be stalked by intimte partners. 32

« Eighty percent of wonen who are stal ked by fornmer husbands are
physi cal |y assaul ted by that
partner and 30 percent are sexually assaulted by that partner.ss
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