
The Facts on Teenagers and Intimate Partner Violence 
 

Dating violence affects women regardless of their age, but teens are particularly vulnerable. In 
fact,women age 16 to 24 experience the highest per capita rate of intimate partner violence. i Teen 
dating violence is prevalent and teens may also be exposed to domestic violence in their homes. 
Teens and young adults who are disconnected from social supports such as school, family, and work 
are at particular risk for domestic violence. 
• In a study of eighth and ninth graders, 25 percent indicated that they had been victims of dating  
 violence, including eight percent who disclosed being sexually abused. ii 

• Approximately one in five female public high school students in Massachusetts reported ever  
 experiencing physical and/or sexual violence from dating partners. iii 
• In a survey of 232 high school girls, 17.8 percent of the subjects indicated that they had been forced  
 to engage in sexual activity against their will by a dating partner. iv 

• Among female students between the ages of 15-20 who reported at least one violent act during a  
 dating relationship, 24 percent reported experiencing extremely violent incidents such as rape  
 or the use of weapons against them. v 

• Girls who reported that they had been sexually or physically abused were more than twice as likely  
 as non-abused girls to report smoking (26 percent versus ten percent), drinking (22 percent  
 versus 12 percent), and using illegal drugs (30 percent versus 13 percent). In addition, 32  
 percent of girls who had been abused reported binging and purging, compared to 12 percent  
 of girls who had not been abused. vi 

• In a study of 724 adolescent mothers between the ages of 12-18, one of every eight pregnant  
 adolescents reported having been physically assaulted by the father of her baby during the  
 preceding 12 months. Of these, 40 percent also reported experiencing violence at the hands of  
 a family member or relative. vii 
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